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(54) Title: MAGNETIC TAPE CASSETTE 
(54) *BJ|(D*ffc: KSi^-^*-tr^ h 




(57) Abstract: A magnetic tape cassette driven by 
a recording/reproducing device capable of similarly 
operating a plurality of types of magnetic tape cassettes, 
which does not damage the magnetic cassette at all. 
The difference (Al-Bl) between the height Al of the 
inner portion (32a) of a lower flange (32) of a magnetic 
tape cassette and the height B1 of the rib (35a) for 
controlling the height of the magnetic tape of a lower 
half (35) is equal to the difference (A2-B2) between the 
height A2 of the inner portion (42a) of a lower flange 
(42) of another type of magnetic tape cassette having 
the same height dimensions and different horizontal 
dimensions and the height B2 of the rib (45a) for 



controlling the height of the magnetic tape of a lower half (45), that is, Al -B1=A2-B2. 
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r^D niDTuro a rxmv SeeNotificationofTransmittaloflnternational Preliminary 
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International filing date (day/mom ft/year) 
06 September 2000 (06.09.00) 
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This international preliminary' examination report has been prepared by this Internationa! Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



I I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 

1 1 been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see 

Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



sheets. 



I 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 



II 
III 
IV 

V 



El 
IS! 
□ 



VI 
VII 
VIII 



□ 
□ 
□ 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 

14 March 2001 (14.03.01) 


Date of completion of this report 

05 September 2001 (05.09.2001) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 

Facsimile No. \ ^ . 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 
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INTERNATIONAL 



IMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP00/06066 



I. Basis of the report 



□ 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

| | the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



. as originally filed 
filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



. as originally filed 

. as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
. filed with the demand 



. filed with the letter of 



the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



. as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



. filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

Thes e elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following laneuaee which is* 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ 

contained in the international application in written form. 

□ 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ 

furnished subsequentlv to this Authoritv in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

□ 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



5 [~n This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since thev do not contain amendments (Rule 70 16 
and 70.17). ^ ^ 

>* Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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International application No. 

PCT/JP00/06066 



1. Priority 



I I This report has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the failure to furnish within the prescribed time 
I — ' limit the requested: 

copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed. 
I 1 translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed. 

| I This report has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim has been found 
— I 1 invalid. 

Thus for the purposes of this report, the international filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 



3. 



Additional observations, if necessary: 

See supplemental sheet for continuation of Box II. 3. 
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Itional application No. 
IjP 00/06066 



Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of: II. 



3 . 



The inventions set forth in Claims 2 to 5 are not 
disclosed in the prior application (JP, 11-265805, A) . 
For this reason, the written opinion given regarding 
Claims 2 to 5 was created based on the date of filing of 
the international application. 



Form PCT/I PEA/409 (Supplemental Box) (January 1994) 



, ^[^IMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Iniernational application No. 

INTERNATIONAL ^ JLlMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT PCT/JP00/06066 



IV. Lack of unity of invention 



1. In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 
I 1 restricted the claims. 
DKI paid additional fees. 

paid additional fees under protest. 

neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

I I This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 68. 1 . 
2 - I I not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 



3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 
I I complied with. 

not complied with for the following reasons: 

See supplemental sheet for continuation of Box IV. 3. 



4. Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international preliminary examination 
in establishing this report: 



all parts. 

□ 

the pans relating to claims Nos. 
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Intt^tional application No. 
^PjP 00/06066 



Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of: IV. 3. 



Claim 1 pertains to the feature wherein the difference 
between the height of the inner periphery of the lower 
flange and the height of the rib that regulates the 
height of magnetic tape in the lower half is made equal 
in a plurality of magnetic tape cassettes. Claims 2 and 3 
pertain to the feature wherein the inclination of the 
tape-scanning path that joins the boss and the guide 
members is equal in a plurality of magnetic tape 
cassettes which have different outer dimensions. Claims 4 
and 5 pertain to a method for manufacturing a guide 
roller . 

Therefore, these three groups of inventions cannot be 
considered as one invention only or a group of inventions 
so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-3 



4, 5 



2-5 



1-5 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 
Claim 1 

Document 1 (JP, 8-329647, A (Matsushita Electric 
Industrial Co., Ltd.), December 13, 1996 (13.12.96), 
entire text; Fig. 1 to 56) and Document 2 (JP, 5-347079, A 
(Sony Corp.), December 27, 1993 (27.12.93), entire text; 
Fig. 1 to 18) are documents that reflect the general state 
of the art in this technical field and disclose magnetic 
tape cassette structures wherein a plurality of magnetic 
tape cassettes with different dimensions can be driven by 
a recording/reproducing device in a similar way. However, 
the feature wherein the difference between the height of 
the inner periphery of the lower flange and the height of 
the rib for regulating the height of the magnetic tape is 
made equal in all of the aforementioned plurality of 
magnetic tapes is neither disclosed nor suggested in any 
of the documents cited in the international search report. 



Claim 2 

The above-mentioned Document 1 discloses a plurality 
of magnetic tape cassettes having different outer 
dimensions wherein the distances between the positioning 
indicators of a plurality of magnetic tape cassettes that 
can be operated by the same recording/reproducing device 
are equal . 
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INTERNATIONAL PREL^^ARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

The above-mentioned Document 2 discloses a plurality 
of magnetic tape cassettes, wherein the distance between a 
pair of guide members, which regulate the inner cassette 
side of the tape-running region of the pair of openings 
for running the tape, differs between the magnetic tape 
cassettes that can be operated in the same 
recording/reproducing device and which have different 
outer dimensions and wherein the direction of the tape- 
running path which joins the boss around which the tape is 
wound and the aforementioned guide members is the same. 

It would be obvious to a person skilled in the art to 
configure the openings for running the tape of the 
plurality of magnetic tape cassettes disclosed in Document 
1 in the same manner as the plurality of magnetic tape 
cassettes disclosed in Document 2. 



lactational application No. 
r/JP 00/06066 




Claim 3 

The above-mentioned Document 1 discloses a plurality 
of magnetic tape cassettes having different outer 
dimensions wherein the distances between the positioning 
indicators of a plurality of magnetic tape cassettes that 
can be operated by the same recording/reproducing device 
are equal . 

The above-mentioned Document 2 discloses a plurality 
of magnetic tape cassettes, wherein the widths of the pair 
of openings for running the tape are equal in the 
direction of the flat surfaces of the cassette and the 
distances between the pair of guide members, which 
regulate the inner cassette side of the tape-running 
region of the aforementioned pair of openings for running 
the tape, differ. 

It would be obvious to a person skilled in the art to 
configure the openings for running the tape of the 
plurality of magnetic tape cassettes disclosed in Document 
1 in the same manner as the plurality of magnetic tape 
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I^tonational application No. 
^^/JP 00/06066 



cassettes disclosed in Document 2 



Claims 4 and 5 

Document 3 (Microfilm of specification and drawings 
annexed to the request of Japanese Utility Model 
Application No. 73662/1985 (Laid-open No. 189490/1986), 
(Hitachi Maxell, Ltd.), November 26, 1986 (26.11.86), 
pages 2 to 5 ; Fig. 8, 9, 11 and 12) discloses a method for 
manufacturing a guide roller in which the cylinder part 
forms a drum- like shape, which includes the step wherein 
the parting line of an injection-molding die is set at the 
point where the diameter of the aforementioned guide 
roller is the greatest and the step wherein the parting 
line of an injection-molding die is set at both ends of 
the aforementioned guide roller. Since the inventions set 
forth in Claims 4 and 5 are the same as the method for 
manufacturing a guide roller disclosed in Document 3, 
these claims lack novelty. 
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From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION 

(PCT Rule 61.2) 


To: 

Commissioner 

US Department of Commerce 
United States Patent and Trademark 
Office, PCT 

2011 South Clark Place Room 
CP2/5C24 

Arlington, VA 22202 j 
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

in its capacity as elected Office 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
18 May 2001 (18.05.01) 


International application No. 
PCT/J POO/06066 


Applicant's or agenfs file reference 
P-34337 


International tiling date (day/month/year) 

06 September 2000 (06.09.00) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 

20 September 1999 (20.09.99) 


Applicant 

HIRAGUCHI, Kazuo et al ' 



1. The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

j~X] in the demand filed with the International Preliminary Examining Authority 

14 March 2001 (14.03.01) 



Q in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 



2. The election Q<] was 

□ 



was not 



made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 





Authorized officer 


The International Bureau of WIPO 


Antonia Muller 


34, chemin des Colombettes 


1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 




Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 
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